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Erada(Intention) 


1, May, 2003 



(AP) 30 April 2003 and valleys. A firefight on his appraisal didn’t run 

BAGRAM, Afghanistan - Friday killed two US soldiers counter to Washington's 
Renegade groups in Iran and under his command. Another moves toward changing the 
Pakistan are providing a two US Special Forces status of its Afghan mission 
lifeline to rebels who continue soldiers died last month in an “It's not a disconnect at all," 
to menace US forces in ambush by rebel fighters. he said. Militants in any 

Afghanistan's lawless border country may occasionally 

regions, a top US commander Vines who is staving on as succeed in overpowering 
warned. McNeill's deputy, said authorities in isolated cases, 

streamlining the command did he said. 

Despite international efforts to not mean fewer combat 

choke off terrorists' funding, missions. But US Defense Terrorists' support from allies 
supporters in neighboring Secretary Donald H. in neighboring countries was 
countries are succeeding in Rumsfeld said last weekend one of the major obstacles that 
getting cash and weapons he would discuss declaring an has kept coalition forces from 
over Afghanistan's rugged end to Afghanistan as a eliminating the rebels, he said, 
mountains, Maj. Gen. John R. combat zone with Afghan 

Vines told reporters Tuesday. leaders and US military The shadowy benefactors are 

officials. motivated bv a combination 


mountains, Maj. Gen. John R. 
Vines told reporters Tuesday. 


“I think there are renegade 
elements in Iran who have an 
interest in controlling a 
portion of Afghanistan," 
Vines said. “I think there are 
elements in Pakistan - not the 


officials. motivated by a combination 

of tribalism, religious 
Rumsfeld was due in the zealotry, a share of 
Afghan capital Kabul on Afghanistan’s lucrative opium 
Sunday, but was delayed, crop and - in some cases - raw 


Currently on a trip to the 
Persian Guff, he is now 


power, Vines said. 


government - that have an expected in Afghanistan later 
interest in creating this week. 


instability.” 


Whatever declarations are 
Vines spoke after a ceremony made, Vines said rebels in 


iter “ 7 h c one thing that makes this 
extraordinarily complicated is 
all of those factors are in play 
are here," he said. 


which for the first time 
brought combat operations by 
US forces and its allies under 
the same command as all 
other coalition activities. 


parts of Afghanistan would 
remain a serious threat. 


Unfortunately for the coalition 
and the country's fragile 
interim government, if there 
was ever an ideal country for 
fomenting unrest it's 


the same command as au “j n certain parts, the was ever an ideal country for 
other coalition activities. country is stable. In other fomenting unrest it's 

parts, it’s terribly Afghanistan, he said. 

Vines, commander of 82nd dangerous,” Vines said. 

Airborne Division forces in “That has not changed and «jf y OU had to design an area 
Afghanistan, handed control that probably won't change in to support an anti- 
of combat missions to Lt. the foreseeable government movement, 

Gen. Dan K. McNeill, the future."Holdouts from the y 0 u might describe an 
overall commander of Taliban regime, fugitives area like this,” Vines 
coalition troops in the from the A1 Qaeda terrorist sa jd. “Multiple borders 
country. As commander in network and followers of' extreme distances, lack of 
charge of the coalition renegade rebel leader roa d infrastructure, high 
combat missions over the Gulbuddin Hekmatyar can mountains, weak central 
past nine months. Vines has assemble small groups of government, areas where there 


studied Afghanistan and its fighters who can mu ui are religious or 
terrain. He knows well what injure coalition troops and (conflicts) ... it 
dangers lurk in its mountains civilians, he said. He insisted absolutely right here.’’ 


religious 


tribal 

applies 



April, 30, the INC office," said the 

spokesman Zaab Sethna. 

The governor of Basra 

under Saddam Hussein is Mr Tawfiq is 44 on the US 
the latest on the United jj s t of 55 most wanted 
States list of most wanted members of Saddam 
men who has reportedly Hussein’s administration 
surrendered. and represented by the 

eight of clubs in a pack of 
Walid Hamid Tawfiq al- cards given to troops 
Tikriti gave himself up in hunting them. 

Baghdad, an Iraqi National 

Congress spokesman said. Mr R as heed is number 47 

and listed as the six of 
US forces also said on spades. 

Tuesday that they are 
holding the former oil 
minister, Amir Muhammed 
Rasheed, whose wife is 
bioweapons scientist Rihab 
Taha and widely known as 
"Dr Germ". 

The surrender of both men 
brings the number of top 
Iraqi officials held by the 
US to 15. 

' e is alleged to have been 

Mr Tawfiq was apparently involved in the production 
met by officials from the 0 f secret weapons before 



INC 

officials. 


American 


"Accompanied by his 
father, they just drove 
themselves in their vehicle 
from the place where they 
were hiding in Baghdad to 


rising to the post of oil 
minister in 1995. 

The official reason given 
for his removal from that 
ministry in January was 
that he was beyond Iraq's 
mandatory retirement age 


But reports at the time 
suggested his sudden 
departure in the run up 
to the US-led war could 
have been connected to 
the role of his wife. 

Dr Taha was believed to 
have been near the top 
of a list of biological 
weapons scientists that 
UN inspectors wanted to 
interview. 

She is thought to have 
carried out work at the 
top-secret biological 
research lab al-Hakim in 
the late 1980s on germs 
that cause botulism 
poisoning and anthrax 
infections. 

Weapons inspectors who 
interviewed her in the 
mid-1990s gave her the 
nickname Dr Germ 

She is not on the US list 
of 55 most wanted 
Iraqis, but American 
officials are thought to 
be keen to interview her. 



April. 27, 2003 

SHANNON, Ireland - US. 
troops will stay in Iraq and 
Afghanistan until stable. 


eight or more hours and put 
the timing of his scheduled 
stops into question 


government can help make 
their lives better, Rumsfeld 
said. That, in turn, will help 
stabilize the country and 
reduce the violence, he said. 


Afghanistan until stable, "One ought not to think of this reduce the violence, he said 
democratic governments have as a victory tour," Rumsfeld 

taken control. Defense said, noting that coalition The United States agreed with 
Secretary' Donald H forces in both Iraq and proposals from the United 
Rumsfeld said Saturday. Afghanistan still are coming Nations and others that 

under sporadic attacks. "The international 

Rumsfeld said he was task before us in Iraq will take peacekeeping force in 
traveling to the Persian a lot of focused attention over Kabul should be expanded 
Gulf and South Asia to a period of time." throughout the country, 

thank forces "deeply Rumsfeld said. But no 

involved in the successes Rumsfeld said that in nations with enough forces 
we've achieved in Iraq and Afghanistan he will discuss to do the job came forward to 


Afghanistan " 

He also plans to talk to allies 
in the Gulf about how U S. 


with Afghan leaders and 
US. military officials a 
formal declaration that 
major combat is over. He 


military 'arrangements and wou |(j no t say whether a 
partnerships and cooperation s j m q ar declaration for Iraq is 
with those countries will ■_■ . 


change after the war in Iraq. 
Rumsfeld has said that 
significant changes to the 
Pentagon 's "footprint" in 
the region could be in 
store now that Saddam 
Hussein 's military threat 
has been removed. 

The defense secretary has 
denied reports that the 
United States is considering 
an arrangement to have 
permanent access to some 
bases in Iraq. 

Long. dangerous and 
difficult work remains in 
both Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Rumsfeld said told 
reporters aboard his plane, 
which stopped in Ireland 
to refuel The flight was 
delayed several hours as 
workers fixed brake pads 
on the landing gear that 
broke during the landing. 
That problem was expected 
to delay Rumsfeld's trip by 


imminent 


A major purpose of the trip is 
to underline the commitment 
the United States has to 
ensuring that Afghanistan and 
Iraq do not descend into chaos 
or return to authoritarian rule. 

"Our intent is to stay there and 
work with the international 
community to help them 
transition from where they are 
to where they're going," 
Rumsfeld said. In 
Afghanistan, the United States 
hopes to quickly send up to 
six more provincial 
reconstruction teams into 
safer areas of the country, 
Rumsfeld said". Three of the 
teams, which include 80 to 
100 soldiers and 
humanitarian aid experts, are 
working in the Afghan 
areas of Bamiyan, 
Kunduz and Gardez. The 
teams are meant to help 
solidify support for 
President Hamid Karzai's 
government in Kabul by 
showing Afghans that 


do that, he said. 

"The people recommending it 
were mostly on editorial 
boards (of newspapers) and 
in the United Nations, but 
they didn't have any troops," 


Rumsfeld said 

Rumsfeld acknowledged that 
the area along Afghanistan's 
border with Pakistan was still 
unstable and dangerous. Two 
U.S. soldiers died from 
wounds suffered in a battle 
Friday with rebel fights 

Between 7,000 and 8.000 
American troops are in 
Afghanistan, part of a 
coalition force of around 
11,000 to 12.000. 

In Iraq, where about 135,000 
American troops arc, coalition 
forces are rounding up former 
government officials nearly 
every day, Rumsfeld said. 

Tariq Aziz, the former deputy 
prime minister who turned 
himself in to U.S. forces in 
Baghdad on Thursday, is 
being questioned, Rumsfeld 
said. 




Wednesday, 30 April, 2003 morning in the southern miles) west of Baghdad. 
United States Defence city of Basra, amid tight Reports say at least one 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld security During his visit, person was killed and 16 
has arrived in Baghdad, which was unannounced, wounded during a march to 
three weeks after US troops he is expected to meet Jay pr° test against the deaths of 
seized control of the Iraqi Garner, the retired US 13 peopte on Monday taght 
capital. Mr Rumsfeld - the general running Iraq.As he were fircd on fl[st 

most senior US official to arrived, US troops opened fire du . (||at c|ash wh|ch 

visit Iraq since the war to on protesters for a second occurrcd outsl dc a school 

topple Saddam Hussein ^ this ^ ek “ the town ° f being used as a base for US 
began - had spent the Falluja, 30 kilometres ( 3_ paratroops in the town. 


Secretary Donald Rumsfeld security During his visit, 
has arrived in Baghdad, which was unannounced, 
three weeks after US troops he is expected to meet Jay 
seized control of the Iraqi Garner, the retired US 


occurred outside a school 
being used as a base for US 
paratroops in the town. 
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4/29/2003 
SPIN BOLDAK, 

Afghanistan (Reuters) - At 
least three Afghan 
government soldiers have 
been killed and two 
wounded in a series of 
rocket and gun attacks by 
Taliban fighters in the 
south of the country, an 
Afghan official says. 

The Taliban attacked 
military posts, an 
ammunition depot, the 
district commissioner's 
office and other 
government installations, 
district commissioner of 
the border town of Spin 
Boldak, Sayed Fazaldin 
Agha, said on Tuesday. 
Agha told Reuters that 


small groups of the 
Taliban, wearing Afghan 
forces uniform, carried out 
a series of coordinated 
attacks early in the 
morning, hitting targets 
inside and outside Spin 
Boldak, the Afghan town 
near the Pakistani border. 

Residents of the town said 
the fighting involving 
heavy machinegun fire 
and rockets. 

Across the border in the 
Pakistani town of 
Chaman, residents 

standing on their rooftops 
saw flames rising from 
Spin Boldak about 10 km 
(six miles) to the 
northwest, witnesses said. 


Agha said Afghan forces 
had surrounded a village 
where Taliban were 
believed to have fled after 
the attacks. 

Taliban remnants and 
members of the al Qaeda 
network of Osama bin 
Laden have stepped up 
attacks against Afghan 
and U.S.-led coalition 
forces in Afghanistan. 

The United States 
launched strikes on 
Afghanistan to flush out 
bin Laden, its prime 
suspect in the September 
11, 2001, attacks on New 
York and Washington, and 
punish his Taliban 
protectors. 




30 April, 2003 
The Afghan authorities 
have said two people 
were killed and nearly 
30 injured in a 
landmine explosion in 
northern Afghanistan. 
The mine was set off 
on Tuesday by a 
tractor pulling a trailer 


carrying villagers along a or was left over from the 
road leading to the border country's years of 
with Uzbekistan. fighting. 


A military spokesman 
General Abdul Saboor said 
an investigation was being 
carried out to find out if the 
mine had been freshly laid 


Hundreds of thousands 
of landmines remain 
in Afghanistan 

following more than 
20 years of war. 


I 


I 


Documents found in 
Baghdad show a link 
between Saddam 

Hussein's fallen regime 
and al-Qaida leader 
Osama Bin Laden, 

according to a UK 
newspaper. 

The Sunday Telegraph 
says reporter Inigo 

Gilmore discovered the 
files in the bombed 
headquarters of the 
Mukhabarat, the feared 
Iraqi intelligence 

service. 

It says the files, in 
Arabic, show an al- 

Qaida envoy was invited 
to visit Baghdad secretly 
in March 1998. 

The report comes only 
days after its sister 
paper, the Daily 

Telegraph claimed to 
have unearthed 

documents showing left- 
wing Labor MP George 
Galloway received 
money from the Iraqi 
regime. 

Mr Galloway denies the 
claims and plans to sue 
the paper for libel. 

These latest documents 
suggest Iraqi officials 


wanted to pass on an oral 
message to set up a direct 
meeting with Bin Laden. 

The 1998 visit described in 
the documents would have 
taken place before 
Washington blamed Bin 
Laden for the bombings of 
two US embassies in 
Africa later that year. 

Mr Gilmore told the BBC 
he found the documents 



after being allowed into the 
intelligence headquarters in 
Baghdad by US troops 
guarding the site. 

He smuggled the papers 
back to his hotel where his 
translator translated them 
into English. 

He told the BBC: "I 
noticed on some of the 
documents there were 
some marks erased out... 


we scraped away with a 
razor and underneath we 
found the name Bin Laden 
three times and obviously 
realized this was highly 
significant. 

"These documents explain 
that an envoy from Bin 
Laden came to Iraq in 
March 1998 to discuss 
contact between al-Qaida 
and Iraqi intelligence. 

"It also talks about sending 
an oral message back to 
Bin Laden and it 
furthermore discusses the 
idea of setting up a direct 
meeting with Bin Laden 
himself." 

In one document quoted by 
the paper an Iraqi official 
wrote: 

"We suggest permission to 
call the Khartoum station 
[Iraq's intelligence office in 
Sudan] to facilitate the 
travel arrangements for the 
above-mentioned person to 
Iraq. 

"And that our body carry 
all the travel and hotel 
costs inside Iraq to gain the 
knowledge of the message 
from Bin Laden and to 
convey to his envoy an oral 
message from us to Bin 
Laden." 


SPIN BOLDAK, Afghanistan 
(Reuters) - U S. and Afghan 
forces have arrested several 
suspected members of the 
Taliban near the southern 
border town of Spin Boldak, 
an Afghan military 
commander said on Saturday. 
Abdul Razzak, a military 
officer based in Spin Boldak, 
said the arrests were made in 
an operation launched on 
Thursday in the Loi Karez 
area, close to the Pakistan 
border.He said US. 
helicopters participated, but 
gave no details. 



More than 11,000 U.S. and 
allied troops are in 
Afghanistan hunting for 
members of the former hard¬ 
line Taliban regime and 
Osama bin Laden's al Qaeda 
network, blamed for the 

September 11, 2001 attacks 
on the United States 
Afghan officials have reported 
an upsurge in Taliban activity 
close to the border with 
Pakistan and blamed the 

Islamic militia for a spate of 
recent attacks on the U.S.-led 
forces and Afghan military. 
A U.S. soldier was killed on 


Friday in a battle in 
southeastern Afghanistan 
which also killed three 
opposing fighters. Five U.S. 
soldiers were wounded, one of 
whom died later, the U.S. 
military said. 

Some Afghan officials say the 
fundamentalist Taliban 

militia, ousted late in 2001 by 
U.S. backed opposition 
groups, is trying to regroup in 
neighboring Pakistan with the 
help of some Pakistani 
officials. Islamabad has 
denied this. 
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4/28/2003 

(Radio Australia) 
Pakistani tribesmen are 
protesting against a 
crackdown on poppy 
cultivation in southwestern 
Baluchistan province. 

They have blocked the 
main highway to 
Afghanistan and torched 
two military vehicles. 

Hundreds of vehicles are 
stranded on the Quetta- 


Chaman road linking 
Pakistan with southern 
Afghanistan. 

The opium poppy farmers 
and their supporters have 
barricaded the highway and 
even stopped pedestrians 
traffic. 

The action comes after a 
shootout in the Gulistan 
area bordering Afghanistan 
between opium farmers and 
security forces. 


I 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan 
Apr 28 (PNS) - At least 15 
Taliban fighters and a 
similar number of 

government soldiers were 
killed as the former 
stormed Chopan district of 
Zabul province for 
regaining its control, but 
the later have reportedly 
foiled their bid. 

“Intense fighting is still 
going on in the mountains 
of Zabul province and both 
the groups have been 
suffering heavy losses,” 
said reports reaching here 
from across the border. 

According to reports, 
Taliban fighters occupied 
the Chopan district. But the 
officials of the province 
when contacted by 

newsmen denied that 
Taliban had occupied the 
district. “The district is 
under the control of 
government forces,” they 
said. 

Eyewitnesses claimed that 
the death toll in the fighting 
was very high. Meanwhile, 
according to a report from 


northern Afghanistan, 
factional fighting last 
month claimed the lives of 
38 civilians, including 
women and children, as 
well as 26 soldiers 
executed in a remote 
province of northwestern 
Afghanistan, the United 
Nations said on Sunday. 

The Afghan Independent 
Human Rights 

Commission said abuses 
in the village of Akazi in 
Badghis province 

bordering Turkmenistan 
also included the rape of 
women by factional 
fighters. 

It called the violations, 
which came after fighting 
broke out on March 24, 
the gravest since the 
overthrow of the 
fundamentalist Taliban 
regime in late 2001. 
David Singh, a spokesman 
for the U.N and the rights 
body, told a briefing the 
fighting appeared to have 
aimed to win control of 
territory rather than being 
provoked by tribal, ethnic 
or religious rivalry. 


It’s believed at least six 
tribesmen and a 
paramilitary soldier was 
killed. 

The army-led Anti 
Narcotics Force says they 
have resumed a crop 
destruction campaign in the 


Paramilitary officials say 
they have destroyed 1,500 
acres of the lucrative crop 
in the area so far 


Afghan Asylum, 
Seekers Flown 
Home Forcibly 

The first group of Afghan 
asylum seekers to be forcibly 
deported from Britain since the 
fall of4he Taliban regime were 
due to be flown out of the 
country today. 

The group of around 30 were 
expected to be escorted on to a 
flight leaving from Gatwick 
Airport, according to reports. 

The Home Office stopped 
sending refugees back to 
Afghanistan eight years ago due 
to instability in the country and 
failed Afghan asylum seekers 
were granted exceptional leave 
to remain in Britain. 
After the fall of the Taliban the 
rules were tightened and the 
“voluntary assisted returns” 
package was unveiled last 
August, offering single people 
£600 and families up to £2.500 
to go home by choice. 
The scheme was expected to 
attract 1,000 applicants and the 
Home Office set aside £800,000 
to fund it 

However, it emerged earlier this 
month that only 39 people 
returned to Afghanistan under 
the scheme. 

The Home Office announced 
earlier this month that enforced 
deportations would begin 
shortly. 

A spokeswoman refused to give 
details of today’s flight. 
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